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ABSTRACT
Background: Musa sapientum  (banana) plant extract has been shown to 
possess antioxidant activity in previous studies. Neuronal injury resulting from 
oxidative stress is an important factor involved in pathogenesis of epilepsy. 
Objective: The present study aimed to evaluate the anticonvulsant activity 
of M. sapientum stem extract  (MSSE) in acute and chronic experimental 
models in mice and its effects on various markers of oxidative stress in the 
brain of pentylenetetrazole (PTZ)‑kindled animals. Material and Methods: 
Maximal electroshock seizures (MES) and PTZ‑induced convulsion models 
were used for acute studies. For the chronic study, the effect of MSSE on 
the development of kindling was studied. For the evaluation of the effects 
of MSSE on oxidative stress in brain, malondialdehyde (MDA) and reduced 
glutathione (GSH) levels were estimated in the brains of the kindled animals. 
Results: MSSE significantly increased the latency to onset of myoclonic 
jerks and the duration of clonic convulsions following PTZ administration. 
The MSSE pretreated group showed significantly reduced mean seizure 
score on PTZ‑induced kindling. There was a significant increase in the 
brain MDA levels and decrease in GSH levels in response to PTZ‑induced 
kindling. On MSSE pretreatment, there was a significant decrease in the 
MDA levels in the brains, though the increase in the GSH levels was not 
significant. Conclusion: The results from this study suggest the presence 
of significant anticonvulsant activity in MSSE, in both acute and chronic 
PTZ‑induced seizure models, which could be due to its antioxidant activity, 
as is reflected by the change in oxidative stress markers in brain.
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SUMMARY
•  Evaluation of the anticonvulsant activity of Musa sapientum and its effects on 

various markers of oxidative stress in the brain has not been done previously 
to the best of our knowledge

•  M. sapientum stem extract (MSSE) significantly increased the latency to on‑
set of myoclonic jerks and the duration of clonic convulsions in the experi‑
mental models

•  The MSSE pretreated group showed significantly reduced mean seizure 
score on pentylenetetrazole (PTZ)‑induced kindling

•  There was significant increase in the brain malondialdehyde (MDA) levels and 

decrease in glutathione (GSH) levels in response to PTZ‑induced kindling
•  On MSSE pretreatment, there was a significant decrease in the MDA levels 

in the brain, though the increase in the GSH levels was not significant.

Abbreviations Used: MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract, 
PTZ: Pentylenetetrazole, MES: Maximal 
electroshock seizures, MDA: Malondialdehyde, 
GSH: Glutathione, SOD: Superoxide 
dismutase, THLE: Tonic hindlimb extension
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INTRODUCTION
Epilepsy is a common neurological disorder characterized by 
unpredictable recurrent seizures due to abnormal electrical activity 
arising from the cerebral neurons. More than 70 million people suffer 
from this disorder worldwide and most (about 90%) of these are from 
the developing parts of the world, with a median prevalence of 1.5% for 
studies conducted in the rural areas.[1,2] The current pharmacotherapy 
for epilepsy is limited to the control of the symptomatic seizures 
without any complete cure and often follows a chronic course for most 
of the patients. Maintaining a seizure‑free status in the patients is 
challenging, as it generally involves the use of more than one drug after 
the initial months of therapy. The prolonged use of antiepileptic drugs 
is also associated with various types of mild‑to‑severe, established, and 
unavoidable adverse effects in the patients.[3] Apart from the burden of 
cost and the associated adverse effects with chronic therapy, the seizures 

remain poorly controlled in about 30%–40% patients, despite the advent 
of many newer drugs.[4,5]

Epileptogenesis has been linked to neuronal injury resulting from 
oxidative stress. Mitochondrial dysfunction due to oxidative injury has 
been implicated as one of the factors involved in the etiopathogenesis 
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of epilepsy.[6,7] On the other hand, seizures play an important role in 
neuronal cell death by causing mitochondrial dysfunction with increased 
levels of reactive oxygen species and apoptotic neuronal cell death, 
resulting in oxidative stress, leading to the cycle of subsequent seizures.[8]

Musa sapientum, commonly known as banana, is an herbaceous plant of 
Musaceae family. Different parts of the banana plant contain carotenoids, 
phenolic compounds, and biogenic amines such as dopamine, serotonin, 
noradrenaline, tryptophan, and tyrosine, which are relevant to the 
pathophysiology of various neurological disorders.[9] The plant extract 
has also been shown to possess antioxidant activity in the previous 
studies.[10,11]

The evidence of antioxidant activity in M. sapientum in earlier research 
prompted us to assess it for the anticonvulsant activity, which to the best 
of our knowledge has not been done yet in any other study. The present 
study was conducted to evaluate antiepileptic potential of M. sapientum 
stem extract  (MSSE) in acute and chronic experimental models of 
epilepsy and its effects on various markers of oxidative stress in the brain 
of pentylenetetrazole (PTZ)‑kindled animals.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals
Swiss albino mice of either sex weighing between 25 and 30 g were used 
for the study. The mice were procured from Lala Lajpat Rai University of 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hisar, Haryana, India, and were housed 
in the central animal house under standard laboratory conditions at an 
ambient temperature of 22°C ± 2°C and on natural light‑dark cycle, in 
groups of six in polypropylene cages. Pellet diet was given to the animals 
and water was available ad libitum. The animals were acclimatized to 
laboratory conditions before experimentation and were given only 
water on the night before the day of experiments to avoid influence of 
food on drug absorption. Proper care of animals was taken as per the 
guidelines of the Committee for the Purpose of Control and Supervision 
of Experiments on Animals  (CPCSEA) for laboratory animal facilities 
and approval from the Institutional Animal Ethics Committee  (Regn 
No. 1173/ac/po/08/CPCSEA) was obtained.

Plant material and preparation of aqueous extract
Fresh banana stems were collected in the autumn season and the 
stem sample was authenticated by the National Institute of Science 
Communication and Information Resources  (Ref. No. NISCAIR/
RHMD/Consult/2014/2414‑194). The upright concentric layers of leaf 
sheaths forming the pseudostem were peeled off to reveal the central 
pale‑white stem. This central pale‑white stem was cut into small pieces. 
One hundred gram stem was crushed with 20 mL distilled water in a 
mixer followed by filtration through a sterile muslin cloth to get aqueous 
extract. The whole process was carried out at room temperature. 
Extract was lyophilized and stored in refrigerator at 4°C, to be used 
in the experiments. Based on previous reports and pilot experiments, 
incremental doses of 25, 50, and 100 mg/kg of MSSE were used in the 
study.[12]

Drugs and chemicals
1. Lyophilized MSSE
2. Physiological saline
3. PTZ
4. Phenytoin as a standard anticonvulsant for convulsions produced by 

electric shock
5. Sodium valproate as a standard anticonvulsant for PTZ‑induced 

convulsions
6. Other laboratory chemicals as required for the estimation of 

biochemical parameters.

Experimental models for seizure
Acute studies (single dose)
Maximal electroshock seizures method
The  vehicle and the three test groups (n = 6 in each group) were orally 
administered distilled water (10 ml/kg) and incremental doses of 25, 50, 
and 100 mg/kg of MSSE, respectively, while the standard drug group was 
administered phenytoin, 25 mg/kg, intraperitoneal (i.p.), 1 h before the 
maximal electroshock seizures (MES) experiment. Electro‑convulsions 
were produced by alternating current (50 mA, 0.2 s duration) delivered 
through ear‑clip electrodes after applying a drop of 0.9 saline solution 
to the ear.[13] This method produces convulsions characterized by tonic 
hindlimb extension  (THLE), the duration of which was measured 
in seconds. A  compound is said to possess anti‑seizure potential, if it 
prevents THLE after the electrical stimulation.

Pentylenetetrazole-induced convulsions
PTZ, a powerful proconvulsant which acts by inhibiting the 
GABAergic activity in brain, was injected in a dose of 60 mg/kg  (i.p.) 
to induce convulsions in the animals.[14] The vehicle and the three 
test groups  (n  =  6, in each group) were orally administered distilled 
water (10 ml/kg) and incremental doses of 25, 50, and 100 mg/kg of MSSE, 
respectively, while the standard drug group was administered sodium 
valproate (400 mg/kg, i.p.), 1 h before the PTZ injection. The animals 
were observed after the PTZ injection, for the latency to myoclonic jerks 
and duration of clonic seizures within the next 30 min. No clonus within 
30 min was inferred as the anti‑seizure effect of the intervention. They 
were also monitored over the next 24 h for any mortality.

Chronic Study
Pentylenetetrazole‑induced kindling
To study the effect of MSSE on the development of kindling, one group 
was administered only PTZ and the other group was administered 
MSSE (100 mg/kg, p.o.) followed 1 h later by PTZ. PTZ was given in an 
initial subconvulsive dose of 30 mg/kg, s.c., on alternate days at the same 
time (thrice a week) and the animals were observed for the appearance 
of seizure activity for 30 min.[15] The evaluation of seizure activity was 
done from Stage 0 to Stage 5 as follows: Stage 0, no change; Stage 1, 
hyperactivity, restlessness, vibrissae twitching; Stage 2, head nodding, 
head clonus, myoclonic jerks; Stage 3, unilateral or bilateral limb 
clonus; Stage 4, forelimb clonic seizures; and Stage 5, generalized clonic 
seizures with loss of righting reflex.[16] An animal was considered to have 
been kindled when it had a seizure score of 4–5 on three consecutive 
administrations and its treatment was discontinued.

Biochemical tests for oxidative stress
At the end of the above experiments, the PTZ‑induced kindled mice in 
each group were sacrificed under deep anesthesia. The animal brain was 
exposed after making a midline incision on the skin and the dorsal neck 
to cut open the skull. Whole brain was gently removed from the cavity 
with the help of spatula and was immediately washed in ice‑cold sodium 
phosphate buffer. After blotting the brain, its dry weight was taken and 
the whole brain tissue was homogenized with ten times (w/v) sodium 
phosphate buffer (ice‑cold mixture of NaH2PO4 and NaHPO4, 7.4 pH). 
The homogenate was then centrifuged at 3000 rpm for 15 min.[17]

Estimation of malondialdehyde
Malondialdehyde  (MDA)  (a lipid peroxidation marker) estimation 
was done based on the reaction between MDA and thiobarbituric 
acid‑reacting substances, as described by Ohkawa et  al.[18] Acetic 
acid  (20%, pH  3.5) 1.5  ml, thiobarbituric acid  (0.8%) 1.5  ml, and 
sodium lauryl sulfate  (8.1%) 0.2  ml were mixed with 0.5  ml of 
the supernatant from the brain tissue and heated at 100°C for 1 
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h in a boiling water bath. After cooling with tap water, 5  ml of 
butanol:pyridine mixture  (15:1  v/v) and 1  ml of distilled water were 
added. Then, the mixture was vortexed vigorously and centrifuged at 
4000 rpm for 10 min. The organic layer was taken and its absorbance 
was measured at 532 nm using a spectrophotometer. Various samples 
of tetraethoxypropane  (1–10 nmol) were used as standard to derive 
the linear standard curve and determine the concentration of MDA 
expressed as nmol/g of brain tissue.

Estimation of reduced glutathione
Glutathione (GSH) is important for cellular defense against free radicals, 
peroxides, and other toxic compounds. GSH was estimated by the 
method described by Ellman.[19] The supernatant (0.5 ml) obtained from 
the brain tissue was mixed with 1 ml of 5% trichloroacetic acid and the 
mixture was then centrifuged for 10  min at 2000  rpm to remove the 
proteins. The homogenate (0.1 ml) was added with 0.5 mL of the Ellman’s 
reagent (5,5’‑dithiobis‑2‑nitrobenzoic acid prepared in 0.3 M phosphate 
buffer with 1% of sodium citrate solution), 4 ml of phosphate buffer, and 
0.4  ml of double‑distilled water. This mixture was then vortexed and 
the absorbance of the solutions was measured at 412 nm against blank 
and compared with a standard curve generated from known GSH. The 
concentration of nonprotein thiols was determined by linear standard 
graph and expressed as μg/g of brain tissue.

Statistical analysis
Data were presented as mean  ±  standard error of mean  (SEM) and 
analyzed by one‑way analysis of variance followed by post hoc Tukey’s 
test. Differences with P < 0.05 were considered statistically significant in 
all the experiments.

RESULTS
Acute studies in seizure models
Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on duration of tonic 
hindlimb extension in maximal electroshock seizures method
The results are presented in Table  1. MSSE produced decrease in the 
duration of THLE in a dose‑dependent manner. The THLE in control 
group was 14.5 ± 0.99 (in seconds, mean ± SEM), which decreased to 
13.83 ± 0.75 (on 25 mg/kg MSSE), 12.67 ± 0.84 (on 50 mg/kg MSSE), 
and 11.83 ± 0.48 (on 100 mg/kg MSSE) in treated groups. The difference 
in the duration of THLE was not statistically significant with any dose. 
Phenytoin in a dose of 25  mg/kg produced a statistically significant 
reduction in the duration of THLE  (0.00  ±  0.00) with P  <  0.01 when 
compared to control.

Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on latency to onset 
of myoclonic jerks following pentylenetetrazole (60 mg/kg 
intraperitoneal) administration in mice
The results are presented in Table 2. MSSE in a dose‑dependent manner 
produced increase in the latency to onset of myoclonic jerk following 
PTZ (60 mg/kg i.p.). The latency to onset of myoclonic jerk in control 
group was 40.17 ± 6.48 (in seconds, mean ± SEM), which increased to 
52.17 ± 2.29 (on 25 mg/kg MSSE), 63.17 ± 4.54 (on 50 mg/kg MSSE), 
and 127.17  ±  7.54  (on 100  mg/kg MSSE) in treated groups. The 
difference in the latency to onset of myoclonic jerk between control 
and test group was statistically significant with 50 mg/kg (P < 0.05) and 
100  mg/kg  (P  <  0.01) when compared to the control group. Sodium 
valproate (400 mg/kg) increased the latency to 142.50 ± 5.65 s which was 
highly significant (P < 0.01) when compared to control. Although sodium 
valproate (400 mg/kg) caused more increase in the latency to onset of 
myoclonic jerk as compared to the higher dose of MSSE (100 mg/kg), the 
difference was not statistically significant.

Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on the duration 
of clonic convulsions following administration of 
pentylenetetrazole (60 mg/kg, intraperitoneal) in mice
The results are presented in Table  3. MSSE produced decrease 
in the duration of clonic convulsions in a dose‑dependent 
manner. The duration of clonic convulsions in the control group 
was 10.17  ±  1.08  (in seconds, mean  ±  SEM) which decreased to 
8.67  ±  0.34 (on 25  mg/kg MSSE), 6.17  ±  0.31  (50  mg/kg MSSE), 
and 4.83  ±  0.48 (100  mg/kg MSSE) in treated groups. The 
difference in the duration of clonic convulsions was statistically 
significant with middle and higher dose, i.e.,  50 and 100  mg/kg 
of MSSE when compared to the control group. Sodium valproate 
(400 mg/kg) showed decrease in the duration of clonic convulsions 
to 0.00  ±  0.00 which was highly significant  (P  <  0.01) when 
compared to the control. Sodium valproate produced more decrease 
in the duration of clonic convulsions as compared to the higher 
dose of MSSE  (100  mg/kg), and the difference was statistically 
significant (P < 0.01).

Table 1: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on duration of tonic hindlimb 
extension in maximal electroshock seizures method in mice

Group Treatment Duration of THLE (s), 
mean±SEM

Control (distilled water) 10 mL/kg, p.o. 14.5±0.99
MSSE 25 mg/kg, p.o. 13.83±0.75

50 mg/kg, p.o. 12.67±0.84
100 mg/kg, p.o. 11.83±0.48

Phenytoin 25 mg/kg, i.p. 0.00±0.00**
**P<0.001 as compared to control group. THLE: Tonic hindlimb extension; 
MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract; SEM: Standard error of mean

Table 2: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on latency to onset of 
myoclonic jerks following pentylenetetrazole (60 mg/kg, i.p.) administration 
in mice

Group Treatment Latency to onset of myoclonic 
jerks (s), mean±SEM

Control 
(distilled water)

10 mL/kg, p.o. 40.17±6.48

MSSE 25 mg/kg, p.o. 52.17±2.29
50 mg/kg, p.o. 63.17±4.54

100 mg/kg, p.o. 127.17±7.54**
Sodium 
valproate

400 mg/kg, i.p. 142.50±5.65**

**P<0.001 as compared to control group. MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract; 
SEM: Standard error of mean

Table 3: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on duration of clonic 
convulsions following pentylenetetrazole (60 mg/kg, i.p.) administration in 
mice

Group Treatment Duration of clonic 
convulsions (s), 

mean±SEM
Control 
(distilled water)

10 mL/kg, p.o. 10.17±1.08

MSSE 25 mg/kg, p.o. 8.67±0.34
50 mg/kg, p.o. 6.17±0.31**

100 mg/kg, p.o. 4.83±0.48**
Sodium 
valproate

400 mg/kg, i.p. 0.00±0.00**

**P<0.001 as compared to control group. MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract; 
SEM: Standard error of mean
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Chronic study
Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract (100 mg/kg) on 
kindling (mean seizure score) following administration of 
pentylenetetrazole (30 mg/kg) in mice
The results are presented in Table  4 and Figure  1. The group on 
MSSE (100  mg/kg, p.o.) before PTZ  (30  mg/kg, i.p.) showed 
significantly (P < 0.01) reduced mean seizure score as compared to the 
only PTZ (30 mg/kg, i.p.)‑treated group.

Biochemical tests for oxidative stress
Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on amount 
of malondialdehyde in nmol/g of brain tissue in 
pentylenetetrazole‑kindled mice
The results are presented in Table  5. There was a significant increase 
in the brain MDA levels in PTZ‑induced kindled group as compared 
to control group. On treatment with MSSE, there was a statistically 
significant (P < 0.01) decrease in the brain MDA levels.

Table 4: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on kindling (mean seizure 
score) following administration of pentylenetetrazole (30 mg/kg, s.c.) in mice

Days Mean±SEM

PTZ (30 mg/kg)‑treated 
group

MSSE (100 mg/kg) + PTZ 
(30 mg/kg)‑treated group

1 0.75±0.17 0.25±0.11*
3 1.00±0.00 0.25±0.11**
5 1.00±0.00 0.25±0.11**
7 1.25±0.11 0.50±0.00**
9 1.25±0.11 0.50±0.00**
11 1.42±0.08 0.75±0.17**
13 1.42±0.08 1.00±0.00**
15 1.50±0.00 1.17±0.10*
17 1.75±0.11 1.50±0.00*
19 2.00±0.00 1.42±0.08**
21 2.00±0.00 1.50±0.00
23 2.08±0.08 1.17±0.10**
25 2.17±0.17 1.17±0.10**
27 2.17±0.17 1.17±0.10**
29 2.33±0.17 1.42±0.08**
31 3.75±0.11 1.75±0.11**
33 4.00±0.00 1.75±0.11**
35 4.00±0.00 1.75±0.11**
37 4.50±0.13 1.75±0.11**

*P<0.05 as compared to PTZ (30 mg/kg)‑treated group; **P<0.01 as compared to 
PTZ (30 mg/kg)‑treated group. PTZ: Pentylenetetrazole; SEM: Standard error of 
mean; MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract

Table 5: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on amount of malondialdehyde in nmol/g brain tissue in pentylenetetrazole-kindled mice

Group Treatment Amount of GSH in µg/g brain tissue (mean±SEM)
Control 10 mL/kg, p.o.(distilled water) 640.0±25.30
PTZ 30 mg/kg, s.c. 500.0±36.88*
MSSE	+	PTZ	treated 100	mg/kg,	p.o.	+	30	mg/kg,	s.c.,	respectively 680±40.00

*P<0.05 as compared to control group. GSH: Glutathione; PTZ: Pentylenetetrazole; SEM: Standard error of mean; MSSE: Musa sapientum stem extract

Table 6: Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on amount of glutathione in μg/g brain tissue in pentylenetetrazole-kindled mice

Group Treatment Amount of MDA in nmol/g brain tissue (mean±SEM)
Control 10 mL/kg, p.o. (distilled water) 6.30±0.19
PTZ 30 mg/kg, s.c. 8.12±0.49*
MSSE	+	PTZ	treated 100	mg/kg,	p.o.	+	30	mg/kg,	s.c.,	respectively 4.91±0.13**

*P<0.05 as compared to control group; **P<0.001as compared to PTZ group. PTZ: Pentylenetetrazole; SEM: Standard error of mean; MSSE: Musa sapientum stem 
extract; MDA: Malondialdehyde

Effect of Musa sapientum stem extract on amount of glutathione 
in μg/gm of brain tissue in pentylenetetrazole‑kindled mice
The results are presented in Table 6. There was a significant decrease in 
the brain GSH levels in PTZ‑induced kindled group as compared to the 
control group. Even though there was an increase in the brain GSH levels 
in MSSE‑treated group, the increase was not statistically significant.

DISCUSSION
The current pharmacotherapy of epilepsy has the limitations of a chronic 
course, involving unavoidable adverse effects, economical burden, 
and falls short of the therapeutic goal of a seizure‑free status in nearly 
one‑third of the patients.[20] Use of plant‑based products for therapy of 
convulsions has been a part of long‑standing tradition in Asia, Africa, 
and South America.[20] Many plant extracts have shown the presence of 
anticonvulsant activity in animal seizure models, which has been attributed 
to the action of flavonoids, furanocoumarins, phenylpropanoids, and 
terpenoids on gamma‑amino butyric acid  (GABA) receptors and 
voltage‑gated ion channels.[21] These phytochemicals facilitate the 
maintenance of normal physiological function of the major inhibitory 
neurotransmitters.[22] With the emphasis on evidence‑based medicine 
and the advent of modern laboratory technologies, renewed interest in 
research on herbal products, to identify an effective and safe antiepileptic 
compound has been generated.
M. sapientum is a widely available plant in Southeast Asia which has 
been evaluated for the presence of antioxidant activity in a few earlier 
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in mice
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studies. The plant extract has been shown to decrease serum lipid 
peroxidation and prevent rise in MDA. It was also found to increase 
the levels of GSH and superoxide dismutase level in treated group.[10] 
Therapeutic potentials such as hepatoprotection and antiulcer activity 
have also been attributed to the antioxidant activity in the plant.[12,23] 
Oxidative injuries leading to mitochondrial respiration deficits have been 
implicated in epileptogenesis.[24] Oxidative stress has also been linked to 
altered physiological functions of calcium, resulting in mitochondrial 
dysfunction and neuronal damage. Such neuronal damage is understood 
to be one of the most important factors responsible for etiopathogenesis 
of seizure.[25] Based on the previous reports of antioxidant activity of M. 
sapientum, in this study, we evaluated its antiepileptic potential and its 
effect on neuronal oxidative stress in experimental models of seizure, the 
assessment of which has not been done yet in any previous study.
The results of the present study showed that in MES‑induced 
convulsions, the MSSE did not provide significant protection as there 
was no significant difference in the duration of THLE in the control 
and MSSE‑treated group of animals. However, in PTZ‑induced 
convulsions, the MSSE showed a significant increase in the latency to 
the onset of myoclonic jerks and also decreased the duration of clonic 
convulsions significantly when compared to the control group. PTZ is 
supposed to induce seizure by interfering with the function of inhibitory 
neurotransmitter GABA.[26,27] Decreased GABAergic activity is one of 
the factors for triggering seizure and drugs facilitating GABA action 
in brain, such as valproate, benzodiazepines, and barbiturates, are well 
known for their role in the treatment of epilepsy.[28] Increased glutamate 
activity has also been suggested to play a role in seizure induction by 
PTZ as glutamate receptor antagonists have been shown to decrease 
the PTZ‑induced activity.[29] The compound showing a protective effect 
in PTZ‑induced convulsions has been reported to be effective clinically 
in absence seizures.[30] The results of the present study indicate that MSSE 
may be effective in absence seizures but not in generalized tonic‑clonic 
seizures as it failed to modulate seizure activity in MES model, an animal 
model for evaluation of drugs in generalized tonic‑clonic seizures.[30,31] 
Although the mechanism of these effects of MSSE are not clear at this 
stage of experiments, a possibility of GABA facilitatory or glutamate 
inhibitory effect cannot be ruled out.
The results also suggest that MSSE 100 mg/kg has a protective effect against 
PTZ‑induced kindling in mice as it significantly reduced the seizure score 
in treated group. PTZ‑induced kindling is a well‑established chronic 
animal model of epilepsy commonly used to explore epileptogenesis 
and novel antiepileptic compounds.[32] It has been generally used as a 
laboratory model of human partial complex epilepsy.[33] In this method, 
a subconvulsive dose of PTZ is applied repetitively and intermittently 
for a number of days leading finally to the development of seizures. 
Seizure score is calculated after each PTZ injection.[34] Results from the 
previous studies have suggested that PTZ‑induced kindling is associated 
with increased glutamate activity and subsequent generation of reactive 
oxygen species and oxidative stress in the neurons.[35] Oxidative stress 
plays an important role in brain tissue damage during seizure in the 
PTZ kindling model of epilepsy.[36] Increase in lipid peroxidation 
and a decrease in antioxidant enzymes has been observed following 
PTZ‑induced kindling in earlier experimental studies.[37] The results 
suggest that the protective effect against development of kindling may be 
due to antioxidant activity in MSSE.
Free radical injury has been shown to be one of the important factors 
involved in the development of seizures and seizure‑induced neuronal 
damage.[38] The damage at the polyunsaturated sites in the neuronal 
membranes leads to increased lipid peroxidation reflected as the rise in 
the levels of MDA.[39] There is also a decrease in central nervous system 
GSH concentration in animals exhibiting generalized seizures.[40,41] GSH 

is an endogenous antioxidant, the reduced form of which reacts with free 
radicals and prevents the oxidative toxic injury.[42] In this study also, the 
repeated PTZ administration increased the oxidative stress as indicated 
by a significant increase in the MDA level and a decrease in the GSH 
level. Pretreatment with MSSE at 100 mg/kg decreased the MDA levels 
significantly and appeared to restore the reduced GSH level in the brain 
tissues of PTZ‑kindled mice. This suggests that MSSE has the potential 
to prevent the neuronal oxidative injury.

CONCLUSION
The results from this study suggest the presence of significant 
anticonvulsant activity in MSSE against PTZ‑induced convulsions. 
MSSE also showed protective effect against kindling induced by PTZ. 
These effects could be due to its antioxidant activity, as reflected by a 
decrease in the MDA levels and an increase in the GSH levels in the 
brains of the PTZ‑kindled animals pretreated with MSSE. The study 
suggests that MSSE could be a potential natural compound for use in 
epilepsy; however, further studies are required to identify the active 
constituents of the extract and ascertain its pharmacodynamic profile.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

REFERENCES
1. Amudhan S, Gururaj G, Satishchandra P. Epilepsy in India I: Epidemiology and 

public health. Ann Indian Acad Neurol 2015;18:263‑77.
2. Ngugi AK, Bottomley C, Kleinschmidt I, Sander JW, Newton CR. Estimation of 

the burden of active and life‑time epilepsy: A meta‑analytic approach. Epilepsia 
2010;51:883‑90.

3. Hanaya R, Arita K. The new antiepileptic drugs: Their neuropharmacology and 
clinical indications. Neurol Med Chir (Tokyo) 2016;56:205‑20.

4. Wei  CX, Bian  M, Gong  GH. Current research on antiepileptic compounds. 
Molecules 2015;20:20741‑76.

5. Schmidt  D, Schachter  SC. Drug treatment of epilepsy in adults. BMJ 
2014;348:g254.

6. Shakeel S, Rehman MU, Tabassum N, Amin U, Mir MU. Effect of naringenin (A 
naturally occurring flavanone) against pilocarpine‑induced status epilepticus and 
oxidative stress in mice. Pharmacogn Mag 2017;13 Suppl 1:S154‑60.

7. Patel  M. Mitochondrial dysfunction and oxidative stress: Cause and 
consequence of epileptic seizures. Free Radic Biol Med 2004;37:1951‑62.

8. Chuang YC. Mitochondrial dysfunction and oxidative stress in seizure‑induced 
neuronal cell death. Acta Neurol Taiwan 2010;19:3‑15.

9. Pereira  A, Maraschin  M. Banana  (Musa spp) from peel to pulp: 
Ethnopharmacology, source of bioactive compounds and its relevance for 
human health. J Ethnopharmacol 2015;160:149‑63.

10. Adewoye  EO, Taiwo  VO, Olayioye  FA. Anti‑oxidant and anti‑hyperglycemic 
activities of Musa sapientum root extracts in alloxan‑induced diabetic rats. Afr J 
Med Med Sci 2009;38:109‑17.

11. Prakash  DJ, Arulkumar  S, Sabesan  M. Effect of nanohypericum  (Hypericum 
perforatum gold nanoparticles) treatment on restraint stressinduced 
behavioral and biochemical alteration in male albino mice. Pharmacognosy Res 
2010;2:330‑4.

12. Dikshit P, Tyagi MK, Shukla K, Sharma S, Gambhir JK, Shukla R. Hepatoprotective 
effect of stem of Musa sapientum Linn in rats intoxicated with carbon 
tetrachloride. Ann Hepatol 2011;10:333‑9.

13. Swinyard  EA, Brown  WC, Goodman  LS. Comparative assays of antiepileptic 
drugs in mice and rats. J Pharmacol Exp Ther 1952;106:319‑30.

14. Ramanjaneyulu  R, Ticku  MK. Interactions of pentamethylenetetrazole and 
tetrazole analogues with the picrotoxinin site of the benzodiazepine‑GABA 
receptor‑ionophore complex. Eur J Pharmacol 1984;98:337‑45.

15. De Sarro G, Palma E, Costa N, Marra R, Gratteri S, De Sarro A, et al. Effects 
of compounds acting on GABA(B) receptors in the pentylenetetrazole kindling 
model of epilepsy in mice. Neuropharmacology 2000;39:2147‑61.

16. Fischer  W, Kittner  H. Influence of ethanol on the pentylenetetrazol‑induced 
kindling in rats. J Neural Transm (Vienna) 1998;105:1129‑42.

[Downloaded free from http://www.phcogres.com on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, IP: 106.197.199.99]



ADITYA J. REDDY, et al.: Anticonvulsant and Antioxidant Effects of Musa sapientum

54 Pharmacognosy Research, Volume 10, Issue 1, January-March, 2018

17. Alam MN, Bristi NJ, Rafiquzzaman M. Review on in vivo and in vitro methods 
evaluation of antioxidant activity. Saudi Pharm J 2013;21:143‑52.

18. Ohkawa  H, Ohishi  N, Yagi  K. Assay for lipid peroxides in animal tissues by 
thiobarbituric acid reaction. Anal Biochem 1979;95:351‑8.

19. Ellman GL. Tissue sulfhydryl groups. Arch Biochem Biophys 1959;82:70‑7.
20. Löscher W, Schmidt D. Modern antiepileptic drug development has failed to 

deliver: Ways out of the current dilemma. Epilepsia 2011;52:657‑78.
21. Schachter  SC. Translating Nature to Nurture: Back to the Future for “New” 

epilepsy therapies. Epilepsy Curr 2015;15:310‑2.
22. Kumar GP, Khanum F. Neuroprotective potential of phytochemicals. Pharmacogn 

Rev 2012;6:81‑90.
23. Prabha  P, Karpagam  T, Varalakshmi  B, Packiavathy  AS. Indigenous anti‑ulcer 

activity of Musa sapientum on peptic ulcer. Pharmacognosy Res 2011;3:232‑8.
24. Rowley  S, Liang  LP, Fulton  R, Shimizu  T, Day  B, Patel  M. Mitochondrial 

respiration deficits driven by reactive oxygen species in experimental temporal 
lobe epilepsy. Neurobiol Dis 2015;75:151‑8.

25. Martinc B, Grabnar I, Vovk T. The role of reactive species in epileptogenesis and 
influence of antiepileptic drug therapy on oxidative stress. Curr Neuropharmacol 
2012;10:328‑43.

26. Aslan  M, Orhan  DD, Orhan  N. Effect of Gentiana olivieri on experimental 
epilepsy models. Pharmacogn Mag 2011;7:344‑9.

27. De Sarro G, Ferreri G, Gareri P, Russo E, De Sarro A, Gitto R, et al. Comparative 
anticonvulsant activity of some 2,3‑benzodiazepine derivatives in rodents. 
Pharmacol Biochem Behav 2003;74:595‑602.

28. Olsen  RW. The GABA postsynaptic membrane receptor‑ionophore complex. 
Site of action of convulsant and anticonvulsant drugs. Mol Cell Biochem 
1981;39:261‑79.

29. Mares P, Mikulecká A, Tichá K, Lojková‑Janecková D, Kubová H. Metabotropic 
glutamate receptors as a target for anticonvulsant and anxiolytic action in 
immature rats. Epilepsia 2010;51 Suppl 3:24‑6.

30. Coulter  DA, Huguenard  JR, Prince  DA. Characterization of ethosuximide 
reduction of low‑threshold calcium current in thalamic neurons. Ann Neurol 
1989;25:582‑93.

31. Gahlot K, Lal VK, Jha S. Anticonvulsant potential of ethanol extracts and their 

solvent partitioned fractions from Flemingia strobilifera root. Pharmacognosy 
Res 2013;5:265‑70.

32. McNamara  JO, Bonhaus  DW, Shin  C, Crain  BJ, Gellman  RL, Giacchino  JL. 
The kindling model of epilepsy: A critical review. CRC Crit Rev Clin Neurobiol 
1985;1:341‑91.

33. Mason CR, Cooper RM. A permanent change in convulsive threshold in normal 
and brain‑damaged rats with repeated small doses of pentylenetetrazol. 
Epilepsia 1972;13:663‑74.

34. Govindu S, Adikay S. Evaluation of antiepileptic activity of chloroform extract of 
Acalypha fruticosa in mice. Pharmacognosy Res 2014;6:108‑12.

35. Jain  S, Bharal  N, Khurana  S, Mediratta  PK, Sharma  KK. Anticonvulsant and 
antioxidant actions of trimetazidine in pentylenetetrazole‑induced kindling 
model in mice. Naunyn Schmiedebergs Arch Pharmacol 2011;383:385‑92.

36. Obay BD, Tasdemir E, Tümer C, Bilgin H, Atmaca M. Dose dependent effects of 
ghrelin on pentylenetetrazole‑induced oxidative stress in a rat seizure model. 
Peptides 2008;29:448‑55.

37. Hussein AM, Ghalwash M, Magdy K, Abulseoud OA. Beta lactams antibiotic 
ceftriaxone modulates seizures, oxidative stress and connexin 43 expression 
in hippocampus of pentylenetetrazole kindled rats. J Epilepsy Res 2016;6:8‑15.

38. Frantseva MV, Perez Velazquez JL, Tsoraklidis G, Mendonca AJ, Adamchik Y, 
Mills LR, et al. Oxidative stress is involved in seizure‑induced neurodegeneration 
in the kindling model of epilepsy. Neuroscience 2000;97:431‑5.

39. Kiasalari  Z, Khalili  M, Roghani  M, Heidari  H, Azizi  Y. Antiepileptic and 
Antioxidant Effect of Hydroalcoholic Extract of Ferula Assa Foetida gum 
on pentylentetrazole‑Induced kindling in male mice. Basic Clin Neurosci 
2013;4:299‑306.

40. El‑Abhar  HS, El Gawad  HM. Modulation of cortical nitric oxide synthase, 
glutamate, and redox state by nifedipine and taurine in PTZ‑kindled mice. 
Epilepsia 2003;44:276‑81.

41. Abbott  LC, Nejad  HH, Bottje  WG, Hassan  AS. Glutathione levels in specific 
brain regions of genetically epileptic (tg/tg) mice. Brain Res Bull 1990;25:629‑31.

42. Samudrala PK, Augustine BB, Kasala ER, Bodduluru LN, Barua C, Lahkar M. 
Evaluation of antitumor activity and antioxidant status of Alternanthera brasiliana 
against Ehrlich ascites carcinoma in Swiss albino mice. Pharmacognosy Res 
2015;7:66‑73.

[Downloaded free from http://www.phcogres.com on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, IP: 106.197.199.99]


